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Week 1 - What I “Believe”

I've been struggling this week with what 

"I believe" versus what "I want to believe". 

I'm afraid that what I believe might be 

really hard, or might not align with what I 

want to do.

Week 2 - Epistemological Diversity

All approaches should stand up to 

scrutiny, but the criteria being used for 

criticism must also be scrutinized, not 

just the approach. Researchers should 

develop an “appreciative understanding” 

of one another.

Week 3 - Breaking the Constraints

I am ready to ponder some more on 

epistemology but not within the constraints 

of the format in which I initially set about.

I only now realize that I was taking a 

positivist worldview. The teachings of my 

high school years were strongly influencing 

my beliefs.

Week 4 - Knowledge Agnostic

I don't believe we can know or define 

knowledge in any way that will cover every 

corner of the box that is knowledge. There 

will always be room for the unknown or 

unknowable.

Week 5 - Software Testing as 

Qualitative Research

Post-positivism is reductionist, in that it 

seeks to simplify the observed world in 

order to describe phenomena. 

One of the key ideas when you 

are testing is to create a 

"simplified" model of the 

software, and use that to 

compare against the real 

software. 

Week 6 - Brain Exploding

I can relate to the positivist worldview of a 

single "reality" that we all share, I don't think 

that quantitative research is the only 

appropriate methodology. I see value in 

qualitative research methods. 

The image in my brain this week is my brain 

exploding into three pieces – 

the worldview piece, 

the learning theory piece, 

and the researcher piece.Week 7 - I am a woman, 

does that make me a feminist?

I don't think that I particularly identify as 

a feminist but I also don't identify as not 

feminist. The influence is there, just not 

as "in your face" as it would be if I were 

taking a “difference feminist”

perspective.

Week 8 - Colour-blind

In Canadian society, it is not politically 

correct to talk about the race of a 

person. I was taught to be“colour-blind”.

As a researcher, I will allow myself to ask 

questions that may not be considered 

polite in Canadian Society. 

I think it is my responsibility 

to check my narratives and 

ask for counter-narratives.

Week 9 - Pragmatism

For me, the purpose of research is to find 

solutions to real-world problems in a 

manner that the solutions are 

generalizable. I want to see the knowledge 

that is gained through my research 

transferred into a 

change in practice.

Week 10 - Rows and Circles

The visual I have  is that of the classroom 

setup. The modern worldview has the class 

setup in rows, indicating the hierarchy of 

organization, with the teacher being the 

authoritarian leader at the front. The 

post-modern worldview has the class 

setup in a circle, indicating 

the equality of the learners 

with the teacher. 

Week 11 - Deconstruction

The act of deconstruction is to try to 

understand the assumptions that the 

authors have made when they wrote the 

text (or did the research).

I think the ideas of poststructuralism are 

just a little too abstract or 

decontextualized for me to 

find that area of research 

interesting.

Week 13 - The End is the Beginning

Once I know the research question, I need 

to ask myself, “how do I answer the 

question?” I now realize that it is in the 

deconstruction of the question “how do 

I answer the research question?” that will 

provide me with insight into the theoretical 

perspective and the 

associated epistemology 

for that research project.

Week 12 - What do I Value in Research?

For me, value in research translates 

directly to an effect on practice. I will 

see my research as successful if it 

changes the way people teach or 

learn (for the better).

I will see my 

research as successful 

when I see that others 

are citing it in their 

research or using it in 

their practice.


